
Monday, February 23, 2026
Nancy & Ed Jackman Performance Centre

60 minutes, no intermission

FREE  UNDERGROUND CONCERTS

In The Cubes: A Concert 
with The Musical Stage Company 



PROGRAM

EJ Candelaria - Realer Life
Chris Otchere - Where Walls Fall Away
Kevin Wong - One Heart
Mea Tonet - Clear
Kevin Wong - The Stars
Trio (Annelise Forbes, Kayla Samson, &
Lindsey Tower) - My Home



In THE CUBES

Join us for a celebration and an insider look at the
upcoming new Canadian musical IN REAL LIFE,
produced by Theatre Sheridan in collaboration with 
The Musical Stage Company.

The evening includes performances from the musical by
Kevin Wong and Sheridan cast members EJ Candelaria,
Annelise Forbes, Chris Otchere, Kayla Samson, Mea
Tonet, and Lindsey Tower, accompanied by pianist
Jonathan Corkal-Astorga. 

A behind-the-scenes creative conversation with IN REAL
LIFE composer/co-lyricist Kevin Wong, hosted by MSC’s
Artistic Director Michael Rubinoff and Tapestry’s
Executive Director Jaime Martino.



CAST
Kevin Wong
Kevin Wong is a composer-lyricist, singer/musician,
and dramaturg. His musicals include: RECURRING
JOHN: A SONG CYCLE; STAR!(VING): A COLLECTION OF
SONGS; POLLY PEEL (with Julie Tepperman); OUT OF
STOCK; DRAMA 101 (with Steven Gallagher); IN REAL
LIFE (with Nick Green); BELIEVERS (with Ali Joy
Richardson), TAKE ME BACK (with Amir Haidar); and
SOFT MAGICAL TOFU BOY(S). Kevin streams online
concerts weekly on the streaming service Twitch
(twitch.tv/ kevinywong). 

He is the only three-time winner of the Playwrights Guild of Canada’s Tom Hendry Dan School
of Drama & Music Award for New Musical. He is the current Creative Lead for The Musical Stage
Company’s UnCovered concert series and the third Crescendo Artist at The Musical Stage
Company. Most recently, he can be heard on his albums SMALL WAYS TO MOVE and COVERS
(on streaming services everywhere).

EJ Candelaria 
EJ Candelaria is a Calgary-raised, Filipino artist who is
in his final year of the Honours Bachelor of Music
Theatre Performance at Sheridan College. Select
credits include: Way Out There, Legally Blonde, MEAT
(Theatre Sheridan); Lucky Stiff, Rock of Ages
(Stephenville Theatre Festival); Absinthe, Bourbon,
Vodka & Sake (Calgary Fringe); Ragtime: A Concert
Performance (Theatre Calgary). He is excited to play
Max in Theatre Sheridan’s upcoming collaboration
with The Musical Stage Company of In Real Life this
April, and hopes to also see you there to join in
celebrating its World Premiere!
IG: @ejcandelaria  



CAST
Annelise Forbes
Annelise (She/Her) is a multifaceted artist born and
raised in Hamilton, Ontario. Annelise is passionate
about Canadian works, her first theatre experience
being the workshop of Pollyanna with Young St
Theatricals. She also performed in The Hockey Sweater
(Segal Centre), Levels the Play (Toronto Fringe), 
Seancé (Theatre Sheridan) and the workshop of Way
Out There (YES Theatre/Theatre Sheridan). Some
recent roles include Leisl in The Sound of Music,
Jasmine in Beehive (Drayton Entertainment), and

Chris Otchere
Chris Otchere (he/they) is so excited to be playing the
role of Cal/V in the Theatre Sheridan production of 
In Real Life this spring! He recently completed a
fantastic run of Into The Woods at Theatre Sheridan
this past December, where he played the Wolf and
Cinderella’s Prince. Chris is in their final year at
Sheridan College, where they’ll be receiving their BFA
in Musical Theatre Performance. They would like to
thank their best friend, Cyrena and their entire
community of friends and family who make life worth
living every single day. 

The Witch in Into The Woods (Theatre Sheridan). Annelise is excited to be a part of In Real Life’s
journey, and thanks her family and loved ones for their endless support. You can follow her on
Instagram, @annelisekfor. 



CAST
Kayla Samson
Kayla Samson is a Filipina-Canadian dancer, singer,
and actor. Growing up as a competitive dancer and
lover of the arts in the region of Durham, Ontario,
Kayla has always had a passion for sharing her love of
creativity and performing. Recent credits include:
Shrek (Drayton Entertainment), Philippa in Meat
(Sheridan College), and Anne of Green Gables (Tweed
and Co). Kayla is currently in her final year at Sheridan
College for Music Theatre Performance. She would like
to thank her family, friends, teachers, and her
boyfriend for always supporting her throughout her
journey and helping her get to where she is today.
Instagram: @kaylasamson_

Mea Tonet 
Mea Tonet is a performer who proudly hails from
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. She is in her final year of
studies in the Honours Bachelor of Music Theatre
Performance program at Sheridan College. Alongside
the tap shoes and razzle-dazzle of musical theatre,
Mea is passionate about writing, workshopping,
directing, and promoting Canadian content on stage.
Otherwise, you can find her exploring the city with a
box of Mike and Ikes in hand. Mea will forever thank
her family and friends for their love, spirit, and belief
in her.

Theatre (Selected): Legally Blonde (Theatre Sheridan),
Funny Girl, Into the Woods, Hairspray (Highland Arts
Theatre), Samqwan (Neptune Theatre/Highland Arts
Theatre), Mamma Mia, Matilda (Savoy Theatre).



CAST
Lindsey Tower
Lindsey Tower (she/her) is a New Brunswick-raised
performer now based in Oakville. Growing up as a
competitive dancer, she learned to express herself
through movement in performance and was inspired
to pursue a career in musical theatre. Lindsey is
currently in her fourth and final year at Sheridan
College, completing a degree in Music Theatre
Performance, with training in voice, acting, dance, as
well as exploring many other facets of performance,
including choreography and puppetry. Recent credits
include the Prioress in Geoffery Chaucer’s Canterbury
Tales (Theatre Sheridan), Bad Guy in Potato Potato
(Toronto Fringe/Quirkle Theatre), and as an onstage
swing in Into the Woods (Theatre Sheridan).

Jonathan Corkal-Astorga
Jonathan Corkal-Astorga is a Chilean-Canadian music
director, instrumentalist, and performer. In their work,
Jonathan brings a story-focused and collaborative
approach to music direction. An avid supporter of new
theatrical stories, they have been fortunate to help
develop some of the foremost music theatre being
made in Canada.  

Selected credits include: NARNIA; ALICE IN
WONDERLAND (Bad Hats Theatre); GREAT COMET
(Mirvish/Crows/The Musical Stage Co.); LIFE AFTER
(Yonge Street Theatricals); THE LAST TIMBIT (Marquis
Entertainment); DE PROFUNDIS: OSCAR WILDE IN JAIL
(Soulpepper); KELLY V. KELLY; DIXON ROAD; BLACKOUT;
CAROLINE OR CHANGE; DR. SILVER; RETOLD; REPRINT; 8
seasons of UNCOVERED (The Musical Stage Company).
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LOVE
SONGS

Ana Sokolović’s

Theatrical adaptation by
Michael Hidetoshi Mori

March 26 - 29, 2026
877 Yonge Street, Toronto



Bluma Appel Theatre
27 Front Street East

June 16 - 21, 2026



Free Underground Concerts
Local and international stars,  LIVE in the heart of the city

Monday, March 2, at 6 pm: Piano Duo NaKaNaKa
Duo NaKaNaKa, joined by flutist Hiromi Tabata, invites audiences into a
world of subtle dialogue and expressive interplay. Together, they
traverse a wide-ranging repertoire—from Mozart and Schubert to
Debussy, Ravel, Poulenc, Gershwin, and contemporary Japanese
composers—promising an intimate, richly textured, and unforgettable
musical experience.

Monday, March 9, at 6 pm: Silver Thread 
Join Toronto's newest professional choral ensemble, Silver Thread, for a
program which spans from Renaissance to Contemporary. With music by
Benjamin Britten, Andrew Balfour, and Rosephanye Powell, this concert
will also feature the works of young Toronto-based composers Sami
Anguaya, Francesca Hauser, Kai Leung, and more!


