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Nancy & Ed Jackman Performance Centre

45 minutes, no intermission

FREE  UNDERGROUND CONCERTS
VC2 CELLO DUO



Amahl Arulanandam and Bryan Holt
VC2 CELLO DUO



PROGRAM
Merging Celli
Felix Vermeirsch (b. 1999)

Entsprechung*^
Matt Brubeck (b. 1961)
Based on Beethoven’s Sonata for violoncello and piano in C
Major, Opus 102, No. 1

Tierce*
VC2 Cello Duo

Duet for 2 Cellos*
Linda Caitlin Smith (b. 1957)

Duo? o, Du…
Thomas Demenga (b. 1954)

Acero*
VC2 Cello Duo

Arboreto Salvatico
Giovanni Sollima (b. 1962)
II. Il tasso
III. La sequoia

* Canadian Composition
^ This piece, commissioned by and dedicated to VC2, was made possible through
the financial support of Shauna Rolston



VC2 Cello Duo is an imaginative and riveting ensemble that captivates
audiences through their unique performances of classical masterworks, hidden
gems, and boundary-pushing music. Formed by cellists Amahl Arulanandam
and Bryan Holt — described by CBC Music as “a tight unit, with excellent
intonation and expression” — the duo presents programs that are both
artistically challenging and accessible, performing everywhere from intimate
cabarets to the grandeur of 
Roy Thomson Hall.

As respected cellists, both members have performed with leading music
organizations in Toronto, including the Toronto Symphony Orchestra,
Canadian Opera Company Orchestra, National Ballet of Canada Orchestra,
Art of Time Ensemble, Continuum Contemporary Music, New Music
Concerts, Thin Edge New Music Collective, Tapestry Opera, Soundstreams,
and Against the Grain Theatre. VC2 has been featured at festivals and concert
series across Canada and abroad, such as Toronto Summer Music Festival, TO
Live, Music Toronto, Women’s Musical Club of Toronto, The Harbourfront
Centre, 21C Music Festival, Ottawa Chamberfest, Under the Spire, Ottawa
New Music Creators, Women’s Musical Club of Winnipeg, New Works
Calgary, Regina Music Club, ScotiaFest, Ritornello Festival, Barrie Concert
Association, Prairie Cello Institute, and soundSCAPE Festival in Italy. The duo
are alumni of national touring organizations Debut Atlantic (2017-18) and
Prairie Debut (2019/20).

Committed to championing new music, especially by Canadian composers,
VC2 commissioned five composers to create works inspired by Beethoven’s
Cello Sonatas. These pieces were recorded and released in their debut album,
Beethoven’s Cellists, in 2018, which CBC Radio called “first-rate.” 

VC2 CELLO DUO



Their latest release, I and Thou, features Canadian composers and special guest
instrumentalists who have influenced the duo’s artistic journey. Produced by
Leaf Music, the album was nominated for Classical Album of the Year at the
2024 East Coast Music Awards.

VC2’s dedication extends beyond performance. Both cellists are active
educators, teaching and adjudicating for the Royal Conservatory of Music and
maintaining private studios. They have contributed to programs such as the
Oscar Peterson Program, Axis Music Toronto, Sistema Toronto, and Toronto
Community Schools, all of which aim to expand music’s reach in underserved
communities. The duo has delivered over one hundred educational and
outreach events for organizations such as Xenia Concerts, Concerts in Care,
several regional school boards, The Lotus Centre for Special Music Education,
The Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa (with Rob Kapilow), and others. Their
teaching legacy includes masterclasses, workshops, and lectures at institutions
like the University of Toronto, York University, Ontario Music Educators
Association, The Glenn Gould School, Mount Royal Conservatory, University
of Alberta, Brandon University, Dalhousie University, Memorial University,
Maritime Conservatory of Performing Arts, and the Prairie Cello Institute.

Celebrating their 11th season together, VC2 continue to develop concerts,
workshops, and outreach initiatives for diverse audiences, striving to strengthen
their vibrant role in the Canadian music scene.
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Official Program Sponsors

Community Support

Devron Development & Dorsay Development with Community Partners
the ABC Residents Association

FREE UNDERGROUND CONCERTS
ARE SUPPORTED BY



TAPESTRY OPERA Supporters
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Aaron & Patricia Fenton
Adam Cunningham
Alain Coulombe
Alena Vinogradova
Ali Kashani
Alison Hayford & Paul Gingrich
Alison Kenny-Gardhouse
Allison Bent
Allison Reeves
Almos Tassonyi & Maureen Simpson
Amanda Smith
Amy Colson
Andrea Bellefeuille
Andrew & Tauna Staniland
Ann & Stan Jones
Ann MacKenzie
Ann Summers Dossena
Anna Jarmain
Anne Fleming
Anne Richards-Bentley & Bob Bentley
Annie Sale
Arthur Neil Tait
Barbara Basta
Barbara Browne
Barbara Thompson
Barbara-Ann Millar
Ben Dietschi & Caitlin Wood
Bonnie Alter
Brenda Graham
Brendan McKeen
Brian & Linda Corman
Brian Dawson
Brooke Manjuris
Bruce Chown
Bruce F. Reid
Carl Lyons
Carol & Kenneth Anderson
Carol Percy
Carol Sawka
Caroline Howes
Carrie Klassen
Caryl Clark

Catherine Merkley
Catherine Murray
Celia Harte
Christian Perry
Christina Trunn
Christine Rogers
Christopher Bozek
Ciragh Lyons
Claire Hopkinson
Clara Eta
Clara Moniz
Colleen L. Renihan
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn
Courtenay Stevens
Cuddy Family
Daevyd Pepper
Dana Granofsky
Dana Lafarga
Danielle Scott
David & Mary Saunders
David Holt
David Kirkwood & Sarah Crawford
David Wistow & Kerry Skinner
Dean Burry
Debra Chandler
Debra Kwinter
Dennis Wilson
Denny Creighton & Kris Vikmanis
Diana Wisner
Diane Kolin
Don & Francie Kendal
Dona Arbabzadeh
Donna Hori
Donna Meyers
Dorothea Manson
Douglas Rodger & Barbara Gordon
Dr. Jacqueline Gibbons
Drs. Helmut Reichenbächer & 
   John D. Stanley
Eileen Smith
Elaine Iannuzziello
Elaine Singer
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Elaine Singer
Elise Orenstein
Elizabeth Asselstine
Ellen Karp
Ellen Richardson
Ernest Balmer & Barb Parsons
Eva Ing
Eva Resch
Florence Minz
Gail Leder & Dan Goodwill
Geoff Olsen
George & Kathy Kawasaki
Geraldine Thornton
Gillian Kearney
Harold Chmara & Danny Hoy
Hazel Regan
Heather Hayman
Heather Kessler
Helen & Donald McGillivray
Heli & Max Donaldson
Henriette Katz
Hilary Johnson
Hollie Mitchell
Irene Bedard & C William Dillane
Isabelle K. Gibb
Ishbel Buchan
J.C. Pennie & Marilyn Field
Jan McCrae
Jane & Doug Gibson
Janet Stewart
Janice Lavery
Janice Schuyler-Ketchen
Jeanne LeSage
Jeffrey Richstone
Jialiang Zhu
Jill Kelman
Joanne Toleda Colbourne
Joe Martino
John Burge
John Philip Adams
Joseph Mulder
Judy Chan

Julia Bass & David Hamilton
Juliette Sweeney
June Kenner
Juris & Alda Steprans
Karen Dunk-Green
Karen Rice
Kate Applin
Katherine Chung
Katherine Semcesen
Katherine Syer
Kathleen McMorrow
Kathleen Metcalfe
Kathy Domoney
Kelly Lin
Ken & Ginny Goldberg
Kenneth & Lorraine Coull
Kimberly Barber
Kristin Kennedy
Kristine Anderson & Rick Wolfe
Krisztina Szabó
Kyra Millan
Larry Beckwith & Teri Dunn
Laura Lane
Laurence Packer
Lesley A. Bradley
Leslie Allt
Leslie Monkman
Limeng Jiang
Lisa Balfour Bowen
Lise Desaulniers
Liza Ballan
Loisel Wilson
Louise Morin
Lucia Cesaroni
Marc-André & Birgitta Savoie
Marcia Kavanagh
Marg Fisher
Margaret Bryce
Margaret Genovese
Maria Braico
Maria Soulis
Marie Berard
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Marie-Josée Chartier
Marilyn Cook
Mark & Marlene Wilson
Marsha Groves
Marta Braun
Mary Newman
Maryetta Cheney
Maryka Omatsu
Meaghan & Adam Cunningham
Michael & Linda Hutcheon
Michael Ford
Mike Tranter
Molly Thom
Morgana Asselin
Nancy Hermiston
Nancy Holland
Nancy Ruth
Natalia Kondratieva
Naz Afsahi-LeBlanc
Niki Kemeny
Nina Draganic
Pamela Spackman
Paul & Juliet Joseph
Penny Mittal
Peter & Hélène Hunt
Peter Thompson
Philip J. Conlon
Ray & Stacy Hincke
Reg Bronskill & Helen Findlay
Remington North
René & Shohini
Rex & Rita Deverell
Richard Carter
Rick Archbold
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen
Roald Nasgaard & Lori Walters
Robert Dick
Robert Sirman
Robin Roger
Robin Shonfield
Roderick McKeown

Rohit Arora
Rosemarie Cooper
Rosemary Preskett
Sally Holton
Sami Anguaya
Sandra Fleischer
Seiichi Ariga
Shabnam Bahrami Asl
Shae Turner
Sharon Harris
Simon & Melanie Foster
Sonya Popovich
Stephanie Applin
Stephanie Gower
Strombergs Family Fund
Sue Mortimer
Sue White
Susan Aihoshi
Susan Davies
Susan Gerhard
Susan Worthington
Suzanne Cesaroni
Tasleem Thawar
The Murray Wealth Group
Tim & Frances Price
Tom Diamond
Toshifumi Mori
Tracey Chin
Tricia Black
Trixie Postoff
Tuan Nguyen
Ulrich Menzefricke
Val Lem
Victoria Zheng
Wayne Gooding
Wayne Gooding & Peter Lam
Wayne Strongman
Wendy Nielsen
Wilma Spence
Yvette Nolan



Capital Campaign Contributors

Work in Culture’s Catalyst and Transformation (CAT) Fund
ABC Residents Association 

Morgan Meighen & Associates Limited
Timothy & Frances Price

Brian Dawson
Greybrook Realty Partners

The Gupta Group
Kingfisher Foundation

North Drive Developments
Stanley Shalom Zielony Foundation

Tricon Residential

The Frank H. Hori Foundation
Kate Applin & Stephanie Applin

Kris Vikmanis & Denny Creighton
Richard & Sandra Carter

Dr. Barbara Moses
Paul Butler & Chris Black

Ray Ferris Springboard Fund

Michael & Linda Hutcheon
Marilyn Cook

Victoria Steele
Anonymous

Laura Dinner & Richard Rooney
Edina Cavalli

Don & Helen McGillivray
Jill Schoolenberg

Philip Conlon
Sue Donaldson
Tamara Zielony

Nancy’s Very Own Foundation



Fides Krucker
Dana Lafarga
Jeanne LeSage
Kelly Jing Yi Lin
Rosalba Martinni
Sean McCowan
Helen & Don McGillivray
Jennifer & Peter McGillivray
Hope McIntyre
Susan Moellers
Vanessa Morgan
Barbara & Kit Moore
Michael Mori & Caitlin Coull
Matt Mori
Dr. Barbara Moses
Llana Nakonechny
Janice Nathanson
Alex Nikolic
Remington North
Karen Olinyk
Catherine Park
Bruce Reid
Richard Rose
Susan Salek
Marc-André Savoie
Jill Schoolenberg
Corneila Schuh & Michiel Horn
Katherine Semcesen
Erin Shields
Robert Sirman
Robert A Spence
Victoria Steele
Vinetta Strombergs
Wayne Strongman
Krisztina Szabo
Barbara Thompson
Brent Vickar
Jane E G Walker
Mark Wilson
Susan Worthington
Shawn Kerwin
Tamara Zielony

Chair Campaign DONORS
Philip Adams
Byron Bellows
Chris Black & Paul Butler
Helen Findlay & Reg Bronskill
Edina & Max Cavalli
Anthea Chan
Sylvia Chrominska
Jeff Clapp
Mitchell Cohen
Marilyn Cook
Angela Cuddy
Chrystal Dean & Jaime Martino
Benjamin Dietschi & Caitlin Wood
Andrea Donaldson
Heli Donaldson
Monica Esteves
Barbara Fingerote
Denyse Fishwick
Patricia Fleming
Simon & Melanie Foster
Margaret Genovese
Tony Giancola & Rita Vineris
Wayne Gooding & Peter Lam
Kamala Jean Gopie
Cynthia Grant
Julia Grant
Melanie Herbin
Shelley Hobbs
Bryan Holt
David Holt
Claire Hopkinson
Donna Hori
Caroline Howes
Miranda Hubbs
Valerie Hussey
Linda & Michael Hutcheon
Astrid Janson
Devin Jarcaig
Ellen Karp
Ali Kashani
Don & Francie Kendal
Alison Kenny-Gardhouse
Janice Ketchen



NOVEMBER  18  -  29,   2026

NANCY  &  ED  JACKMAN  PERFORMANCE  CENTRE
877  YONGE  ST  TORONTO,  ON  M4W  3M2

COMPOSER  DAVID  T.  LITTLE | LIBRETTIST  ROYCE  VAVREK
DIRECTOR MICHAEL HIDETOSHI MORI | MUSICAL DIRECTOR GREGORY OH

TICKETS

A  CO-PRODUCED  BY  TAPESTRY  OPERA AND  AGAINST  THE  GRAIN  THEATRE



Free Underground Concerts
Local and international stars,  LIVE in the heart of the city

December 7, 2026: Pianist, composer and visual artist John Kameel Farah. Baroque,
Early Music, Palestinian, Contemporary, Electronic, Synthesizer, Visual Art.

January 18, 2027: Special Preview of Where the Spirits Sit Presented in partnership
with Nightwood Theatre. Autobiographical Storytelling, Contemporary Music, Music
Theatre, Theatre.

February 22, 2027: Danika Lorèn and GentleFreak present PublicFurniture.
Experimental, Classical, Vocal, Instrumental, Improvisation.

March 22, 2027: Mistura Fina, a fine mixture of Brazilian popular music. Brazilian,
Samba, MPB, Jazz, Forró, Percussion.

April 19, 2027: A window into Faith Patience Gratitude, featuring Canadian steelpan
player, composer, and bandleader Joy Lapps. Steelpan, Contemporary Jazz, Afro-
Caribbean, Afro-Brazilian

June 14, 2027: TK in Concert featuring acclaimed tap dancer, Travis Knights. Tap
Dance, Percussion, Vocal, Duet, Music Duo 
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